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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  UCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1956  prepared  on  the 
lines  indicated  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  19/56. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

These  Regulations,  which  apply  to  premises  of  various  types,  came  into 
operation  during  the  year.  They  are  designed  to  improve  the  conditions  under 
which  food  is  prepared  and  sold,  both  with  regard  to  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  handling  of  food  and  the  places  where  they  work,  with  the  object  of  reducing 
the  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  July  and  was  attended  by  the  Officers  concerned 
with  the  administration  of  the  Regulations,  from  each  local  authority  in  East 
Sussex,  and  the  new  requirements  were  discussed.  This  proved  most  helpful 
and  agreement  was  reached  on  an  interpretation  in  cases  where  there  was 
room  for  doubt. 

In  the  twelve  months  with  which  this  report  is  concerned,  614  visits  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  persons  concerned  of  the  requirements, 
of  giving  advice  as  to  how  best  these  could  be  satisfied  and  revisiting  to  see 
that  conditions  remain  satisfactory. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  premises  concerned  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  this  is  without  doubt  due  to  the  continual  attention 
which  has  been  given  by  the  Department  to  this  subject  in  the  past  few  years. 
It  was,  however,  necessary  to  ask  for  certain  improvements  to  be  carried  out 
and  those  which  most  frequently  occurred  were  the  provision  of  constant  hot 
water  supplies,  sinks  and  wash  hand  basins  ;  the  decoration  of  walls  and  ceilings 
in  kitchens,  preparation  rooms  and  food  stores  ;  and  improvements  to  sanitary 
accommodation  for  staff.  Details  of  these  as  well  as  other  improvements 
which  have  been  carried  out  will  be  found  in  a  table  later  in  this  report.  Further 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  display  of  open  food  such  as  meat  pies, 
cooked  meat  and  cream  cakes  by  the  provision  of  glass  cabinets  and  screens 
for  counters. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  washing-up  methods  in  catering 
establishments  and  to  personal  cleanliness  of  food  handlers. 

This  year  has  seen  further  advances  in  this  field  and  the  implementation 
of  the  new  Regulations  will  do  much  to  consolidate  the  ground  which  has  been 
gained  in  the  past. 

Legal  Proceedings 

In  October  1955  a  member  of  the  family  of  a  Police  Constable  purchased  a 
loaf  of  bread  from  a  Crowborough  bakery.  On  cutting  the  loaf  it  was  discovered 
to  contain  the  stump  of  a  partially  smoked  cigarette,  and  the  Constable  sub¬ 
mitted  the  bread  for  examination. 

It  was  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  that  it  contained  a 
poisonous  substance,  by  which  it  was  contaminated.  Action  was  taken  to  have 
the  bread  condemned  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  Council  decided  that  legal  proceedings  should  be  taken  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  —  Sections  9  and  10. 

The  complaint  was  heard  by  the  Mark  Cross  Magistrates  Court  on  the 
10th  January,  1956,  when  the  bakery  company  were  convicted  of  the  offence 
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and  fined  the  sum  of  £20.  They  were  further  ordered  to  pay  £5  5s.  towards  the 
Council’s  costs. 

Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  no  large  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  and 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  notifications  received  one  hundred  and  eleven 
were  cases  of  whooping  cough  or  measles.  For  the  eleventh  year  in  succession 
no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  and  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
only  eight  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Housing 

From  the  table  on  page  28  it  will  be  seen  that  more  attention  has  been 
given  to  housing  inspections  than  in  previous  years.  This  increased  activity  is 
a  result  of  Government  policy  which,  during  the  last  two  years,  has  emphasised 
the  necessity  for  a  resumption  of  the  national  slum  clearance  programme 
interrupted  by  the  war. 

Within  the  Uckfield  District  no  areas  have  been  scheduled  for  slum 
clearance  but  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  provisions  of  Section  11 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  to  deal  with  individual  properties  which  cannot  be 
made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  for  which  undertakings  were  received  not  to  let  for  human  habitation 
until  made  fit  or  where  demolition  orders  were  issued  by  the  Council. 


April  1947 

to 

March 

1953  ... 

No.  of  Properties 

39 

„  1953 

y y 

y  y 

1954  ... 

36 

„  1954 

y y 

y  y 

1955  ... 

36 

,,  1955 

y  y 

y  y 

1956  ... 

34 

„  1956 

y  y 

y  y 

1957  ... 

56 

201 

Assistance  in  re-housing  tenants  of  unfit  properties  is  given  by  the  Housing 
Manager  but  this  problem,  in  the  past,  has  resolved  itself  to  some  extent'  as  the 


following  table  shows  : — 

(a) 

Properties  which  were  vacant  when  action  was  taken 
under  Section  n  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  ... 

51 

(b) 

Occupied  unfit  houses  where  Council  houses  were  not 
desired  or  needed  by  tenants 

49 

(c) 

Occupied  unfit  houses  where  a  Council  house  was  desired 
by  the  tenant 

101 

201 


The  majority  of  tenants  under  (b)  found  their  own  accommodation  but  a 
small  number  of  elderly  persons  have  lived  in  the  same  house  for  years  and  are 
very  reluctant  to  change  their  home. 

During  the  year  thirty-one  unfit  houses  were  demolished  and  eighteen  made 
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fit  for  occupation,  the  latter  sometimes  with  the  help  of  an  Improvement 
Grant.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  properties  which  have  been 
modernised  and  made  fit  with  the  help  of  Improvement  Grants: — 


Year 

Applications  for  Grants 
Approved 

1950/53 

9  properties 

1954 

45 

1955 

82 

1956 

72 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948/51. 

A  widow,  aged  85  years,  in  need  of  care  and  attention  was  taken  to  St. 
Leonards  House  and  Hospital,  East  Grinstead,  and  retained  in  the  institution 
by  order  of  the  court.  The  order  has  not  been  renewed  as  the  old  lady  has 
settled  down  happily  in  the  home. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act,  1956. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  statute  the  title  of  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
altered  to  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  change  was  considered  desirable  as 
the  work  of  these  officers  has  increased  in  scope  to  such  an  extent  that  the  old 
style  was  considered  incongruous. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PETRIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


VITAL  AND  SOCIAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 
Density  of  Population  per  acre  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (at  31/3/57) 

/(at  31/3/57) 

\  (at  1/4/57) 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  (at  31  /3/57) 


*  Rateable  Value 


112,096  acres 
43,500 
0.39 
13,662 
...  £593,537 

...  £571,020 

£2,280 


*  Rateable  value  of  Shops,  Offices,  etc.,  reduced  on  1st  April,  1957. 


Births  and  Deaths. 

Birth  Rate  (crude) 

,,  ,,  (modified) 

,,  ,,  (England  and  Wales) 

Death  Rate  (crude) 

,,  ,,  (modified) 

,,  ,,  (England  and  Wales) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 


12.11  I 

14.65 

15.70 

13.22 

10.31 

11.70. 


Per  1,000 
Population 


24.67 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  live  births 


Males  Females  Total 
272  236  508 

7  12  19 


279  248  527 


Infant  Deaths  and  Still  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
,,  ,,  4  weeks  ,,  „ 

Still  Births 


8  5  13 

8  4  12 

4  4  8 


Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ... 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 


Males 

Females 

T  otal 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

= 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

8 

17 

15 

1 

16 

— 

8 

8 

— 

8 

8 

22 

28 

50 

1 

2 

3 

TABLE  I  ( continued ) 


Males  Females  Total 


Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  leisons  of  the  nervous  system  ... 

...  36 

53 

89 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

...  48 

36 

84 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

5 

7 

12 

Other  heart  disease 

...  32 

46 

78 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

...  24 

31 

55 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ... 

15 

9 

24 

Bronchitis  ... 

...  23 

9 

32 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

3 

11 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

...  21 

18 

39 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

2 

7 

All  other  accidents  ... 

7 

3 

10 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Total  deaths 

...  291 

284 

575 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1941-1956. 
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POPULATION  FIGURES,  1946-1956.  Estimated 
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t  Totals,  except  1951,  are  annual  estimates  of  population  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  *  Census  1951. 

Population  of  each  parish  calculated  as  follows : — 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  District  Number  of  occupied  dwellings 

Nnm]"i<=>r  nf  nr^nniorl  rlwnllintrc  in  fpn  "Ptio+t-in-f  in  Parp  nariep 


NOTIFIED  GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


TABLE  IV 
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*  Analysis  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications, 
outbreak  involving  4  persons.  No  Causative  agent  found. 


TABLE  V 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Distribution  of  diseases  in  the  parishes,  1956 


Parish 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-Para.) 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Typhoid 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Totals 

Buxted 

- — 

4 

— 

— 

2 

- — 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Crowborough 

2 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

24 

Danehill 

1 

10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Fletching  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Forest  Row 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Framfield  ... 

4 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Frant 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

7 

Hadlow  Down 

Hartfield  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Isfield 

Little  FIorsted  ... 

Maresfield 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Mayfield  ... 

— 

16 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

24 

Rotherfield 

1 

1 

2 

4 

UCKFIELD 

— 

10 

— 

— — 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

17 

Wadhurst  ... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

WlTHYHAM  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

12 

55 

2 

— 

56 

11 

2 

1 

5 

4 

11 

159 
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TABLE  VI. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1956. 


Age  Groups. 

New  Cases. 

Dea 

THS. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

Respir 

atory. 

Non-I 

lesp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  . 

1  —  . 

5  —  . 

15  —  . 

25  —  . 

35  —  . 

45  —  . 

55  —  . 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

6 

4  2 

— 

3 

1 

— 
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TABLE  SHOWING  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1939-1956. 


TABLE  VII 
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TABLE  VIII. 

VACCINATION  AND  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Vaccination. 

The  following  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  at  clinics 
or  reported  by  medical  practitioners  during  the  year. 


Age 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Under  1  year  ... 

355 

— 

1  year 

16 

— 

2-4  years 

17 

13 

5-14  years 

14 

57 

15  years  and  over 

25 

167 

Total 

427 

237 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

(a)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1956, 
and  in  addition  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  children  were  given  boosting  doses 
on  entering  school  or  attaining  the  age  of  ten. 


Age 

1956 

1955 

Under  1  year  ... 

399 

394 

1  -4  years 

83 

143 

5-14  years 

37 

53 

Totals 

519 

590 

(b)  The  following  tables  show  the  position  with  regard  to  Diphtheria  Immuni¬ 
sation  at  31st  December,  1956. 


0-15  years  of  age 

Number  on  roll 

...  8,895 

Number  immunised 

...  8,235 

Percentage  immunised 

...  92.5 

0-5  years  of  age 

Number  on  roll 

...  2,668 

Number  immunised 

...  2,093 

Percentage  immunised 

...  78.4 

15 


TABLE  VIII  ( continued ) 


(c)  Children  five  to  fourteen  years  of  age  attending  School  : — 


School 

No.  on 
Register 

Number 

immunised 

Perc 

Imm 

entages 

unised 

Dec., 

1956 

Dec., 

1955 

Blackham 

42 

42 

100 

100 

Danehill 

145 

145 

100 

100 

Eridge 

69 

69 

100 

97.3 

Fairwarp 

35 

35 

100 

96.6 

Frant  ... 

68 

68 

100 

100 

Hammerwood 

24 

24 

100 

100 

Isfield  ... 

38 

38 

100 

100 

Little  Horsted 

43 

43 

100 

100 

Maresfield 

104 

104 

100 

100 

Mark  Cross  ... 

34 

34 

100 

100 

Nutley 

111 

111 

100 

100 

Uckfield  R.C.  . 

211 

211 

100 

100 

Wadhurst  V.P. 

288 

288 

100 

99.2 

Wadhurst  R.C. 

27 

27 

100 

100 

Withyham 

54 

54 

100 

100 

Hartfield 

146 

144 

98.6 

99.2 

Fletching 

68 

67 

98.5 

100 

Groombridge  ... 

196 

193 

98.4 

98.8 

St.  John’s 

61 

60 

98.3 

96.9 

Five  Ashes 

57 

56 

98.2 

98.0 

Forest  Row 

291 

286 

98.2 

98.5 

Mayfield 

200 

195 

97.5 

96.8 

Framfield 

65 

63 

96.9 

100 

Uckfield  Parochial  ... 

296 

287 

96.9 

98.9 

High  Hurstwood 

32 

31 

96.8 

100 

Buxted 

116 

112 

96.5 

97.1 

Whitehill 

305 

292 

95.7 

96.9 

Sir  Henry  Fermor 

205 

196 

95.1 

98.5 

Hadlow  Down 

35 

33 

94.2 

97.5 

Blackboys 

68 

64 

94.1 

96.6 

Herons  Ghyll  R.C.  ... 

46 

43 

93.4 

100 

J  arvis  Brook 

45 

42 

93.3 

98.0 

Rotherfield 

127 

118 

92.9 

96.7 

3,652 

3,575 

97.7 

99.2 

Attending  County  Secondary  Schools 

1,420 

1,411 

99.3 

99.5 

Attending  Private  and  Residential  Schools 

799 

799 

100 

99.8 

Attending  Schools  outside  district  ... 

204 

204 

100 

100 

Schools  unknown 

152 

152 

100 

100 

Totals  ... 

6,227 

6,141 

98.8 

99.16 

16 


TABLE  IX. 


AMBULANCES,  CLINICS  AND  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Weighing  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in 

the  Uckfield  Rural  District 

Name  of  Centre.  When  held. 

Buxted. 


3rd  Tuesday  in  each  month. 


Reading  Room,  Buxted 
(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Chelwood  Gate. 

Chelworth,  Chelwood  Gate 

Crowborough. 

Drill  Hall  . 

Wesleyan  Hall  ... 

Crowborough,  St.  John’s. 
Women’s  Institute  Hall 
(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Danehill. 

Scouts’  Hall,  Danehill  ... 

Fairwarp  and  Maresfield. 
Village  Hall,  Fairwarp 

Forest  Row. 

Village  Hall  . 

(Ante  Natal) 

Framfield. 

Church  Hall. 

Frant. 

Village  Hall 
(Ante  Natal) 

Groombridge. 

The  Hut 

Hartfield  and  Withyham. 
King’s  Flail,  Withyham 

Mayfield. 

Congregational  Church  Hall 

Nutley. 

Mission  Hall 

Rotherfield. 

British  Legion  Hut 

Uckfield. 

County  Clinic  ... 

(Ante  Natal) 

Wadhurst. 

The  Institute 
(Ante  Natal) 


4th  Thursday  in  each  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

3rd  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

1st  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  in  each  month. 
3rd  Thursday  in  each  month. 

2nd  Thursday  in  each  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays  in  each  month. 
4th  Friday  in  each  month. 

4th  Monday  in  each  month. 

1st  Friday  in  each  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays  in  each  month. 

4th  Friday  in  each  month. 

3rd  Friday  in  each  month. 

1st  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

3rd  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Tuesday  in  each  month. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  each  month. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  arrangements  which  were  made  for  the  examination  of  specimens 
taken  for  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  infectious  diseases,  with  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton  (telephone 
number  Brighton  23506),  continued  throughout  the  year  and  proved  to  be 
very  satisfactory. 
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TABLE  IX  (contd.) 


Medical  practitioners  send  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory  and  receive 
a  report  by  telephone,  a  written  copy  of  the  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

Specimens  may  be  sent  to  reach  the  laboratory  any  time  up  to  6  o’clock 
from  Mondays  to  Fridays  and  before  12.30  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Urgent  examinations  may  be  carried  out  at  other  times  by  arrangement 
with  the  Director,  Doctor  Jameson  (telephone  number  Brighton  56960). 

Ambulance  Services. 

The  County  Council,  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  has  the  duty  to  ensure  that  ambulances  are  available  where  necessary 
to  convey  persons  suffering  from  illness  from  places  in  their  area  to  places  in 
or  outside  their  area. 

In  East  Sussex  this  is  being  done  mainly  by  arrangement  with  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  and  other  voluntary 
organizations. 

A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  available  and  calls  are  accepted 
from  doctors,  nurses,  midwives  and  hospitals  in  the  area.  Only  in  cases  of 
accidents  or  other  sudden  emergencies  are  calls  accepted  directly  from 
members  of  the  public. 

Ambulance  stations  serving  parishes  in  the  Uckfield  Rural  District  are  as 
follows  : — 


Parishes 

Served 

A  mbulance 
Station 

Telephone  Number 

No.  of 

A  mbulances 

Buxted  (North  Part) 

Crowborough 

Mayfield 

Rotherfield 

Caff y ns  Garage, 
Beacon  Road, 
Crowborough. 

Crowborough  1234 

Monday  to  Friday 

8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Saturday 

8  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

2 

Withyham 

At  all  other  times 
Crowborough  882  or  3344 

Forest  Row 

Hartfield 

Phillips  Garage, 
East  Grinstead. 

East  Grinstead  967 

2 

Frant 

W  adhurst 

Monson  Road 
Tunbridge  Wells. 

Tunbridge  Wells  2840 

8 

Buxted  (South  Part) 

Danehill 

Fletching 

Framfield 

Isfield 

Little  Horsted 

Caffyns  Garage, 
Uckfield. 

Uckfield  282 

1 

Maresfield 

; 

Uckfield 

Hadlow  Down 

18 


TABLE  X. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  SUPERVISION 

No.  of  inspections  made  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2,679 

No.  of  premises  other  than  houses  visited  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  388 
,,  ,,  factories  (with  power  135,  without  power  15)  ...  ...  ...  150 

,,  ,,  outworkers'  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Inspections  made  of  dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Visits  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

,,  ,,  butchers’ shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

,,  ,,  slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

,,  ,,  knackers’  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  fish  frying  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  366 

,,  ,,  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  shops  (under  Section  38,  Shops  Act,  1950)  ...  ...  ...  101 

,,  ,,  hop-pickers’  lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  in  connection  with  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  rats  and  mice  destruction  ...  ...  ...  3,198 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  sanitary  accommodation  at  schools  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  drain  tests  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

,,  ,,  water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

,,  ,,  milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

,,  ,,  ice-cream  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  premises  disinfected  and  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

,,  ,,  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

,,  ,,  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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TABLE  XI. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  following  statistics  show  inspections  and  work  done  by  the  Rodent 
Operators  between  the  1st  of  April,  1956  and  the  31st  March,  1957. 


No.  of  complaints  received  ... 

No.  of  premises  infested 

No.  of  infestations  found  as  a  result  of  routine  enquiry 
No.  of  premises  treated  by  the  occupier  ... 

No.  of  dwellings  disinfested  : 

(a)  Dwellinghouses 

(b)  Council  properties  (Sewage  disposal  works  and 

refuse  tips)  ... 

(c)  Business  premises  (other  than  food  premises)  . . . 

(d)  Food  premises  ... 

(e)  Agricultural  premises  ... 

(/)  Schools  ...  . . 

Total  number  of  visits 


Rats 

114 

92 

106 

3 


Mice 

67 

57 

45 

1 


113  48 


31  — 

4  3 

3  6 

11  1 

3  6 


3,198 
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TABLE  Xll. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

One  hundred  and  fifty  visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year  ;  of 
these  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  were  to  factories  in  which  mechanical  power 
was  used. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises. 

No.  ON 
Register. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(f)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

37 

15 

— 

- 

(ft)  Factories  not  included  in  (f) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

124 

135 

6 

— 

Total 

161 

150 

6 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

Found. 

Number  of  Case: 

IN  WHICH 

Prosecutions 
were  Instituted 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

( b )  unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

2 

— 

2 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

3 

— 

2 

- 
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TABLE  XIII. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  Sampling. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  each  month  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  sources  of  supply  and  results  of  the  analyses. 


Source  of  Supply 

Samples 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Crowborough  District  Water  Company  ... 

2 

2 

— 

South  Eastern  Gas  Board,  East  Grinstead 

8 

8 

— 

Uckfield  Rural  District  Council  ... 

12 

12 

— 

Private  Supplies 

2 

2 

— 

Springs  and  Wells  ... 

39 

14 

25 

Totals  ... 

63 

38 

25 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples  taken  by  the  Council's  officers  the  under¬ 
mentioned  suppliers  sent  regular  reports  of  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analyses. 

Crowborough  District  Water  Company. 

Borough  of  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells. 

South  Eastern  Gas  Board,  East  Grinstead. 

East  Surrey  Water  Company. 


New  Water  Mains  and  extensions  laid  by  the  Council  during  1956. 


Parish 

Details 

Yards 

linear 

Total  yards 
linear 

Maresfield 

Part  of  Second  stage  of  new  distribution  mains 
from  the  Weir  Wood  source  of  supply 

9,734 

9,734 

Fletching 

Part  of  second  stage  of  new  distribution  mains 
from  the  Weir  Wood  source  of  supply 

8,327 

8,327 

Isfield 

Part  of  second  stage  of  new  distribution  mains 
from  the  Weir  Wood  source  of  supply 

2,970 

2,970 

Uckfield 

Part  of  second  stage  of  new  distribution  mains 
from  the  Weir  Wood  source  of  supply 

300 

300 

T  OTAL 

21,331 

POSITION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


TABLE  XIV 
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Included  in  the  total  for  Crowborough  District  Water  Company. 


TABLE  XV. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  types  of  Food  premises  within  the  district . 


Bakehouses 

15 

Butchers’  Shops 

38 

Cakes  and  Confectionery  ... 

30 

Greengrocers 

24 

Grocer)^  and  General  Provisions  ... 

121 

Hotels  and  Licensed  premises 

102 

Restaurants 

45 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

9 

Registered  Dairy  Premises 

26 

Improvements  at  Food  Premises  during  1956 
Constant  hot  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Kitchens,  preparing  rooms  and  food  stores  cleansed  and  decorated  ...  ...  16 

Preparation  tables  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  storage  facilities  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Display  counters  improved  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  or  increased  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sanitary  accommodation  decorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drainage  systems  repaired  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16. 

The  following  table  shows  premises  which  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Cooked  Meat  premises 

36 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

7 

Ice-cream  premises 

190 

(Storage  and  sale  only) 

Eight  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  during  the  year  were  reported  by  the 
bacteriologist  to  be  satisfactory. 
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TABLE  XVI. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  twenty  visits  were  made  to  the 
slaughterhouse  at  Ucklield.  In  the  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  animals 
inspected  and  carcases  condemned  during  the  year. 


Carcases  inspected  and  meat  Condemned, 


Total  No.  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and 
Inspected 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Sows 

409 

184 

701 

1408 

49 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

3 

5 

— - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

125 

— 

10 

32 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

Q  1  0/ 

^  /O 

under 

1  °/ 

1  /o 

0  0/ 

^  /o 

2.5% 

2% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

12 

— - 

4 

28 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  with  Tuberculosis 

QO/ 

0  /o 

— 

under 

1% 

2% 

9  0/ 
w  /o 

No  carcases,  parts  of  carcases  or  organs  were  condemned  on  account  of 
cysticercosis. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  1  ton  6  cwts.  0  qrs.  1  lb.  and  in 
addition  the  following  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

175  lbs.  of  tinned  food  ...  blown  or  decomposed. 

77  lbs.  of  fish  ...  ...  decomposed 

11  lbs.  of  cereals  ...  ...  mite  infested. 

836  lbs.  of  meat 

(other  than  condemned 

at  the  slaughterhouse)  decomposed. 

Unsound  food  is  buried  at  Council  refuse  dumps  or,  where  suitable,  used 
for  animal  food.  Meat  surrendered  at  the  Slaughterhouse  is  disposed  of  to 
a  firm  of  soap  manufacturers. 
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TABLE  XVII. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  706 

( b )  Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  2,657 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  1  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  46 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

1.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .. .  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(i)  By  owners  (including  compliance  with  notices  served 

prior  to  1st  January,  1955)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .. .  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made .  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  3 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  following  undertakings 

given  after  service  of  Notice  of  Time  and  Place — Section  11.  5 

(e)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  for  which  undertakings,  under 

Section  1 1 ,  were  given  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 
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TABLE  XVIII. 


HOUSES  BUILT  DURING  1956 

During  the  year  forty-five  cottages  and  twenty  flats  were  built  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  houses  were  completed  by 
private  enterprise. 

The  following  table  shows  the  parishes  where  Council  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted. 


Parish 

f  Type  of 

No.  of  families 

Total  families 

dwelling 

accommodated 

accommodated 

Crowborough 

C 

5 

E 

4 

G  (2  bed) 

1 

L 

2 

N 

2 

Flats 

8 

22 

Fletching 

D 

2 

2 

Forest  Row 

C 

2 

E 

2 

4 

Frant 

L 

1 

Flats 

4 

5 

Hartfield 

C 

4 

G  (3  bed) 

1 

L 

3 

Flats 

4 

12  ' 

Maresfield 

C 

2 

D 

2 

4 

UCKFIELD  ... 

C 

5 

D 

4 

L 

2 

11 

Wadhurst... 

L 

1 

Flats 

4 

5 

45  cottages,  20 

flats  Total  65 

f  Key  to  type  of  dwelling.  C  and  G.  2  bedrooms  4  persons. 

D,  E,  L  and  N  3  ,,  5  ,, 

Blocks  of  flats  comprise  two  types  : 

Ground  floor  :  1  bedroom,  2  persons. 

1st  and  2nd  floors  :  2  bedrooms,  4  persons. 
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TABLE  XIX. 


REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  DWELLING  HOUSES 


The  works  of  repair  and  improvement  listed  below  were  completed  during 

the  year  : — 


Internal. 

Damp  floors  remedied 

Damp  walls  remedied 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 

Walls  repaired  or  cleansed 

Ceilings  repaired  or  cleansed 

Ceiling  heights  increased 

Lighting  improved 

Ventilation  improved 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

Flues  and  fireplaces  repaired 

Cooking  stoves  repaired  or  provided 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  provided 

Food  stores  repaired  or  provided 

Staircases  repaired 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed  ... 

Sink  wastes  trapped  or  provided 
Baths  and  wash  basins  provided 
Hot  water  systems  provided 
Artificial  lighting  provided  ... 

Fuel  stores  provided  ... 


99 

120 

151 

349 

303 

38 

97 

105 

135 

47 
19 
31 

48 
5 

76 

37 

72 

55 

85 

91 

37 

28 


External. 

Walls  repaired . 

Roofs  repaired 

Chimney  stacks  repaired 

Gutters  and  downpipes  provided  or  repaired 

Paving  provided  or  repaired 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed 

Accumulations  removed 


67 

78 

54 

72 

38 

5 

4 


Drainage. 

New  systems  provided 

Systems  repaired,  improved  or  cleansed 

W.C.s  provided  . 

W.C.s  repaired,  cleansed  and  flushing  apparatus  provided 
E.C.s  and  M.P.s  converted  to  W.C.s 


54 

73 

82 

22 

13 


Water  Supply. 

Main  supply  provided  ...  ...  .  17 

Wells  repaired,  improved  or  provided  .  ...  3 
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